
Lycoming RepoRteR
(USPS 322-900) 

THE OFFICIAL LEGAL PERIODICAL FOR LYCOMING COUNTY

———
PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY BY 

LYCOMING LAW ASSOCIATION
Editor: Gary L. Weber   •   Business Manager: Jessica A. Engel

——— 
Penn Tower Telephone: (570) 323-8287
25 West Third Street, Suite 803 Fax: (570) 323-9897
Williamsport, PA 17701 Website: www.lycolaw.org

——— 
Copyright © 2014, Lycoming Law Association 

Williamsport, Pennsylvania

Vol. 31 August 8, 2014 No. 32

LYCOMING REPORTER (ISSN 0884-187X) is published weekly for $50 per annum by the 
Lycoming Law Association, Penn Tower, 25 West Third Street, Suite 803, Williamsport, PA 
17701. 
Legal Notices of less than 300 words in length must be received by 1:00 P.M. on the Tuesday 
preceding the date of publication; all other notices must be received by 4:00 P.M. on the Monday 
preceding the date of publication.
Periodical postage paid at Williamsport, PA 17701-9998 and additional mailing offices. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to LYCOMING REPORTER, Penn Tower, 25 West Third 
Street, Suite 803, Williamsport, PA 17701.

———
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 61 – 18866

Lycoming RepoRteR

tabLe of contents

BaR news

LLA Upcoming Events ..................... 3
Continuing Legal Education ........... 4
Recent Lycoming County  

Court Opinions .......................... 6
Notice to Profession ....................... 8

LegaL adveRtisements

Estate & Trust Notices ................... 9
Upset Tax Sales ..............................12



Thomas Waffenschmidt, President
Robert Cronin, President-Elect

Ryan M. Tira, Treasurer
Tammy Avery Weber, Secretary

committee chaiRs

Your online connection for:
• Court Calendar • Continuing Legal Education  
• Conference Room Facilities • Legal Assistance 

• Recent Court Decisions • Upcoming LLA & Public Events

www.lycolaw.org

Lycoming Law association
Penn Tower, 25 West Third Street, Suite 803 

Williamsport, PA 17701 
www.lycolaw.org

Julieanne E. Steinbacher,  
Past President

Jennifer L. Heverly
Christian D. Frey

Clifford A. Rieders
Angela Campana Lovecchio

editoR of Lycoming RepoRteR

Gary L. Weber
executive diRectoR

Jessica A. Engel

Bench Bar: C. Edward Mitchell
Customs and Rules: Gary Weber
Community Activities and  

Outreach: Tammy Weber
Education: John Pietrovito
Social: 
Young Lawyers Division:  

Aaron Biichle and Corey Mowrey
Fee Dispute: Michael Collins
Publicity: Angela Campana Lovecchio

Legal Services for the Indigent:  
John Pietrovito

Bar History: Charles Greevy, III
Technology and LLA Web Site:  

Gary Weber
Law Day: Robin Read
Family Law: Christina Dinges
Elder Law: Jennifer Linn and  

Eric Ladley
Real Estate: Fred Holland

executive committee



3Upcoming LLA events

scheduLed events

Additional information about any of these events is available on  
the Lycoming Law Association website at www.lycolaw.org.

8/11/2014 – CANCELLED!! LLA Executive Committee Meeting: Regular 
Meeting of the LLA Executive Committee Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. 
Location: LLA Office

9/3/2014 – LLA Annual Picnic: On the Hiawatha Riverboat. Catered meal. Time: 
5:30 PM to 8:30 PM. Location: Hiawatha

9/8/2014 – LLA Executive Committee Meeting: Regular Meeting of the LLA Ex-
ecutive Committee Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. Location: LLA Office
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upcoming Lycoming county cLe oppoRtunities

8/11/2014 – The Impact of the Affordable Care Act on Medicare: PBI 
Groupcast. CLE credits: 4 Substantive Time: 12:30 PM to 4:45 PM. 
Location: LLA Office

8/12/2014 – How to Handle an Insolvent Estate: PBI Video Replay. CLE cred-
its: 3 Substantive Time: 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM. Location: LLA Office

8/14/2014 – Ethics Potpourri: Being Tech Savvy Is the New Rule: PBI 
Video Replay. CLE credits: 1 Ethics Time: 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM. 
Location: LLA Office

8/18/2014 – Anatomy for Lawyers: The Back & Knee: PBI Groupcast. CLE 
credits: 5 Substantive / 1 Ethics Time: 8:25 AM to 3:30 PM. Loca-
tion: LLA Office

8/19/2014 – Understanding Key Elements of PA Civil Practice & Pro-
cedure: Laying the Foundation for Your Case: PBI Groupcast. 
CLE credits: 4 Substantive Time: 9:00 AM to 1:15 PM. Location: 
LLA Office

8/20/2014 – Hot Topics in Capital Cases – Part 2: PBI Groupcast. CLE credits: 
4 Substantive Time: 12:00 PM to 4:15 PM. Location: LLA Office

8/22/2014 – Questions? Putting the Family Law Question Puzzle To-
gether for the Non-Family Law Practitioner: PBI Groupcast. 
CLE credits: 3 Substantive / 1 Ethics Time: 8:30 AM to 12:45 PM. 
Location: LLA Office

8/26/2014 – Financial Aspects of Divorce: Maximizing Settlements and 
Trial Outcomes: PBI Groupcast. CLE credits: 3 Substantive Time: 
12:30 PM to 3:45 PM. Location: LLA Office

8/27/2014 – Modern Family Estate & Elder Law Planning Issues: LLA Eat 
& Earn. CLE credits: 1 Substantive Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. 
Location: LLA Office

9/10/2014 – Negotiating Gas Leases: Wake Up & Earn a Credit! LLA & the 
Lycoming County Paralegal Association Join Together to Offer You More 
Education Opportunities! CLE credits: 1 Substantive Time: 9:00 AM 
to 10:00 AM. Location: LLA Office

9/17/2014 – Consumer Law & Ethics: LLA Eat & Earn. CLE credits: 1 Substan-
tive / 1 Ethics Time: 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM. Location: LLA Office

9/23/2014 – The Nine Principles of Litigation: PBI Video Replay. CLE cred-
its: 5 Substantive / 1 Ethics Time: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Location: 
LLA Office

10/15/2014 – Changes in POA Laws: LLA Eat & Earn. CLE credits: 1 Substan-
tive Time: 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM. Location: LLA Office
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10/21/2014 – Circular 230 (TITLE Subject to Change): PBI Groupcast. CLE 
credits: 2 Ethics Time: 12:30 PM to 2:30 PM. Location: LLA Office

10/27/2014 – The Intersection of Legal and Mental Health Issues in Cus-
tody Cases: PBI Groupcast. CLE credits: 5 Substantive / 1 Ethics 
Time: 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM. Location: LLA Office

*PBI Seminar. For tuition, registration, and all other information, please contact 
PBI Customer Service at (800) 247-4724, or online at www.pbi.org. 
Unless otherwise noted, this seminar is being held at the Lycoming Law 
Association Offices at 25 West Third Street, Suite 803, Williamsport, 
PA. Additional fees may be assessed for registration at the door. 

**LLA Seminar. For tuition, registration, location, and all other information, 
please contact Jessica Engel at the LLA Office at (570) 323-8287, by 
email at jengel@lycolaw.org, or online at www.lycolaw.org.
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The full text of the following Lycoming County Court opinions  
is reported at www.lycolaw.org/Cases/search.asp.

Commonwealth vs. Kanski (08/05/2014)—Judge Marc F. Lovecchio  
Criminal: Pretrial motion; timeliness; cause shown; negligence or 
mere inadvertence by counsel; resulting injustice; probable cause 
for DUI arrest; roadblock. (Kanski080514L)

Warner vs. Campbell and Epstein (08/04/2014)—Judge Dudley N. 
Anderson   
Civil: Preliminary objections to amended complaint; dog bite; inter-
pretation of Dog Law; strict liability for medical expenses; delinia-
tion of responsibility of Commonwealth to pay medical expenses. 
(Warner080414a)

Northern Forests II, Inc. vs. Keta Realty Company et al. 
(08/04/2014)—Judge Dudley N. Anderson   
Civil: Appeal; striking of default judgment; defect on the face of the 
judgment; review of factual record as opposed to reliance on disputed 
facts; ability of trial court to contravene appellate authority based on 
opinion of concurring appeal court judge. (NorthernForests080414a)

Cornwall Mountain Investments, L.P. vs. Thomas E. Proctor 
Heirs Trust et al. (08/04/2014)—Judge Dudley N. Anderson   
Civil: Motion for partial judgment on the pleadings; mineral rights; 
tax sale; authority of taxing authorities to tax mineral rights; retroac-
tive effect of court decision to overturn 1932 tax sale; application of 
Dunham Rule defining “mineral rights” to tax sale; interpretation of 
viability of reservations in ancient deeds; interpretation of assessment 
records; presumption that tax sale followed required actions absent 
affirmative proof to contrary. (Cornwall080414a)

PennDOT vs. Lyon (08/01/2014)—Judge Joy Reynolds McCoy   
Administrative Appeal: License suspension appeal; denial of motion 
for reconsideration; timeliness of appeal; refusal to give blood for 
testing in DUI arrest; inability to make knowing and conscious refusal 
of testing caused by consumption of alcohol; discretion of court to 
deny continuance request; termination of attorney on date scheduled 
for trial. (Lyon080114m)

Hawkes Estate (08/03/2014)—Judge Marc F. Lovecchio   
Wills and Estates: Petition to compel transfer of asset; doctrine of 
merger by deed; hiding assets from spouses or creditors; statute of 
frauds; set-off claim. (Hawkes080314L)
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Commonwealth vs. Smith (08/04/2014)—Judge Dudley N. Anderson  
Criminal: Appeal; Post Conviction Relief Act petition dismissal; 
voluntary nature of guilty plea; written guilty plea colloquy; acknowl-
edgement of understanding of sentence in open court; failure to file 
appeal; lack of prejudice. (smith080414a)

Commonwealth vs. Jackson (08/01/2014)—Judge Richard A. Gray   
Criminal: Post Conviction Relief Act hearing on remand from Su-
perior Court; ineffective assistance of counsel; failure to object to 
testimony about defendant’s prior drug activity; trial counsel strategy 
lacking reasonable basis; attempt to undermine witness credibility; 
admissibility of evidence of bad acts; res gestae exception; chain or 
sequence of events; prejudice. (jackson080114g)

Commonwealth vs. Short (07/31/2014)—Judge Marc F. Lovecchio   
Criminal: Motion to suppress nunc pro tunc; lawful mere encounter; 
claim of forced abandonment; headlong flight suggesting wrongdo-
ing giving rise to reasonable suspicion; probable cause to arrest. 
(short073114L)
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notice to pRofession

Effective August 11, 2014 all recording fees for Deeds, Mort-
gages, Assignment of Mortgage, Release of Mortgage, Easement, 
Right of Way and Satisfaction Piece is increased $12.00.

Annabel Miller
Recorder of Deeds

———

Effective August 11, 2014 Basic Probate fee for Probate of Will 
increased to $55.50. Small Estate Petition and Tax Return increased  
to $50.50. Adoption Petitions $55.50. Each additional child $12.50. 
Petition for Guardian of Minor $40.50. Petition for Guardian of 
Incompetent $50.50.

Annabel Miller
Register of Wills

Au-8
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ESTATE AND TRUST NOTICES

Notice is hereby given that, in the es-
tates of the decedents set forth below, 
the Register of Wills has granted letters 
testamentary or of administration to the 
persons named. Notice is also hereby 
given  of the existence of the trusts of 
the deceased settlors set forth below 
for whom no personal representatives 
have been appointed within 90 days 
of death. All persons having claims or 
demands against said estates or trusts 
are requested to make known the same, 
and all persons indebted to said estates 
or trusts are requested to make pay-
ment, without delay, to the executors 
or administrators or trustees or to their 
attorneys named below.

FIRST PUBLICATION

Dunkle, Woodrow W., dec’d.  
Late of Mill Creek Township.  
Executrix: Kimberly Ann Johnson, 
24031 Madaca Lane, Apt. 204, Port 
Charlotte, FL 33954.  
Attorneys: Steven D. Hess, Esquire, 
Hess and Hess, P.C., 30 South Main 
Street, Hughesville, PA 17737.

Engler, Gladys Elizabeth a/k/a 
Gladys Engler, dec’d.  
Late of the Borough of Jersey Shore. 
Executrix: Mary Jane Steinbacher, 
1139 Allegheny Street, Jersey Shore, 
PA 17740.  
Attorneys: Adrianne J. Stahl, Esquire, 
Steinbacher & Stahl, 413 Washington 
Boulevard, Williamsport, PA 17701.

Henderson, Mary Lou, dec’d.  
Late of the Borough of Montours-
ville.  
Executor: Leo J. Daley, 5666 Sago 
Ct., Naples, FL 34119.  
Attorney: Joseph L. Rider, Esquire, 
143 West Fourth Street, Williams-
port, PA 17701.

Holmes, Dorothy-Ann V. a/k/a 
Dorothy Ann Holmes, dec’d.  
Late of 2737 Lime Bluff Road, Muncy. 
Executrix: Joni M. Johnson, 2737 
Lime Bluff Road, Muncy, PA 17756.  
Attorney: John P. Pietrovito, Es-
quire, 3 South Main Street, Muncy, 
PA 17756.

Klinefelter, William S. a/k/a Wil-
liam Steve Klinefelter a/k/a W. 
Steve Klinefelter a/k/a Steven 
Klinefelter, dec’d.  
Late of Muncy.  
Administrator c.t.a.: Grenoble Fu-
neral Home, Inc., Nathan E. Greno-
ble, VP, 121 South Main Street, 
Muncy, PA 17756.  
Attorney: Layne R. Oden, Esquire, 
Nine South Main Street, Muncy, PA 
17756-1306.

Lehman, Evelyn J., dec’d.  
Late of Limestone Twp.  
Executor: John C. Lehman, 35 
Chestnut Road, Jersey Shore, PA 
17740.  
Attorney: Leroy H. Keiler, III, Es-
quire, 110 Oliver Street, Ste. 2, P.O. 
Box 263, Jersey Shore, PA 17740, 
(570) 398-2750.

Pennycoff, Betty J., dec’d.  
Late of Cogan Station.  
Executors: Tammy J. Pennycoff, 
186 Ridge Road, Cogan Station, PA 
17728 and David R. Pennycoff, 2009 
Park Drive, Williamsport, PA 17701. 
Attorneys: Scott T. Williams, Es-
quire, Law Offices of Perciballi & 
Williams, LLC, 429 Market Street, 
Williamsport, PA 17701.

Pentz, Leroy C., dec’d.  
Late of Hughesville.  
Administrator: David E. Pentz, 427 
Confer Lane, Muncy, PA 17756.  
Attorney: Layne R. Oden, Esquire, 
Nine South Main Street, Muncy, PA 
17756-1306.
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Potter, James A., Sr. a/k/a James 
A. Potter a/k/a James Potter, 
dec’d.  
Late of the Borough of Jersey Shore. 
The James A. Potter, Sr. Real Estate 
Protector Trust, dated March 1, 
2011.  
Settlor: James A. Potter, Sr.  
Executors/Trustees: James A. Pot-
ter, II, 154 Flintlock Drive, Jersey 
Shore, PA 17740 and Carol A. 
Hannan, 32 Cattail Court, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147.  
Attorneys: Adrianne J. Stahl, Esquire, 
Steinbacher & Stahl, 413 Washington 
Boulevard, Williamsport, PA 17701.

Schemery, Robert G., dec’d.  
Late of the City of Williamsport.  
Executrix: Mary C. Schemery.  
Attorneys: Elizabeth A. White, 
Esquire, Marshall, Parker & Weber, 
LLC, 49 E. Fourth Street, Williams-
port, PA 17701.

Vaughn, Gladys M., dec’d.  
Late of Williamsport.  
The Vaughn Irrevocable Residential 
and Income Trust dated February 2, 
2010.  
Trustees: Ronda Edwards and Debra 
Kinley.  
Attorney: Richard G. Scheib, Esquire, 
11 Reitz Blvd., Suite 102, Lewisburg, 
PA 17837-9293.

SECOND PUBLICATION

Fluke, Walter Thorne a/k/a Walter 
T. Fluke a/k/a Walter Fluke, 
dec’d.  
Late of the City of Williamsport.  
Executor: Roger T. Fluke, 1969 
Quaker Hill Road, Cogan Station, 
PA 17728.  
Attorneys: Adrianne J. Stahl, Esquire, 
Steinbacher & Stahl, 413 Washington 
Boulevard, Williamsport, PA 17701.

Hall, Elizabeth A., dec’d.  
Late of Eldred Township, formerly 
the City of Williamsport.  

Executrix: Cherie Miller, 406 Henry 
Drive, Montoursville, PA 17754.  
Attorneys: Lester L. Greevy, Jr., 
Esquire, Greevy & Associates, 5741 
State Route 87, Williamsport, PA 
17701.

Hall, Kathy S., dec’d.  
Late of Clinton Township.  
Executor: Kerry D. Hall, 207 Pine 
Cliff Drive, Birchknoll, Wilmington, 
DE 19812.  
Attorneys: Thomas D. Hess, Esquire, 
Hess and Hess, P.C., 30 South Main 
Street, Hughesville, PA 17737.

Ireland, Ardis E., dec’d.  
Late of the Township of Loyalsock.  
Executor: Michael M. Ireland, 394 
Green Pine Road, Montgomery, PA 
17752.  
Attorneys: Paul A. Roman, Esquire, 
Law Office of Joseph L. Rider, 143 
West Fourth Street, Williamsport, 
PA 17701.

McCleary, Edna P., dec’d.  
Late of Mifflin Township.  
The Edna P. McCleary Protector 
Trust, dated October 26, 2011.  
Settlor: Edna P. McCleary.  
Trustee: Eileen P. Prowant, 79 Cline 
Road, Jersey Shore, PA 17740.  
Attorneys: Adrianne J. Stahl, Esquire, 
Steinbacher & Stahl, 413 Washington 
Boulevard, Williamsport, PA 17701.

Thomas, Harold G., dec’d.  
Late of the City of Williamsport.  
Executors: Ida M. Sholder, 1042 East 
New Road, Linden, PA 17744 and 
Glenn F. Thomas, 1750 Maybee Hill 
Road, Williamsport, PA 17701.  
Attorneys: Paul A. Roman, Esquire, 
Law Offices of Joseph L. Rider, 143 
West Fourth Street, Williamsport, 
PA 17701.

Trimble, Marlene a/k/a Marlene 
Joyce Trimble, dec’d.  
Late of 1170 Village Road, Pennsdale. 
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Executrix: Debra Barrett, 1901 Fox 
Hollow Road, Turbotville, PA 17772. 
Attorney: J. Howard Langdon, Es-
quire, 3 South Main Street, Muncy, 
PA 17756.

Vandall, Maud, dec’d.  
Late of Williamsport.  
Administrator: Jon Vandall.  
Attorney: Richard G. Scheib, Es-
quire, 11 Reitz Blvd., Suite 102, 
Lewisburg, PA 17837-9293.

THIRD PUBLICATION

Bressler, James P., dec’d.  
Late of Loyalsock Township.  
Co-Executors: Paul Allvord, 2351 
Riverside Drive, S. Williamsport, 
PA 17702 and Mae Allvord, 2900 
Cochran Avenue, Duboistown, PA 
17702.  
Attorneys: David R. Bahl, Esquire, 
McCormick Law Firm, 835 West 
Fourth Street, Williamsport, PA 
17701.

Brion, John O., dec’d.  
Late of Loyalsock Township.  
The John O. Brion Protector Trust, 
dated April 28, 2011.  
Settlor: John O. Brion.  
Trustees: Diana M. Rozanski, 4051 
Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown, PA 
17022, Debra L. Daniels, 9091 East 
State Route 973, Montoursville, 
PA 17754 and Linda L. Brion, 225 
South Second Street, Hughesville, 
PA 17737.  
Attorneys: Adrianne J. Stahl, Esquire, 
Steinbacher & Stahl, 413 Washington 
Boulevard, Williamsport, PA 17701.

Dill, Mary H. a/k/a Mary Hess Dill, 
dec’d.  
Late of Loyalsock Township.  
Executor: Stephen J. Dill, 8129 Cam-
bridge Drive, Frederick, MD 21704. 
Attorneys: Jonathan E. Butterfield, 
Esquire, Murphy, Butterfield & 
Holland, P.C., 442 William Street, 
Williamsport, PA 17701.

Doyle, Leona M., dec’d.  
Late of Loyalsock.  
Executor: James J. Doyle, 7 Park 
Place Road, Bloomsburg, PA 17815. 
Attorneys: John R. Bonner, Esquire, 
Casale & Bonner, P.C., 33 West 
Third Street, Suite 202, Williams-
port, PA 17701, (570) 326-7044.

McKee, Pauline M., dec’d.  
Late of 1445 Sycamore Rd., Mon-
toursville.  
The McKee Family Irrevocable 
Trust.  
Settlor: Pauline M. McKee.  
Executor: James M. McKee, Jr., 2875 
Beaver Lake Rd., Hughesville, PA 
17737.  
Trustee: Roger A. McKee, 463 Main 
Street, South Williamsport, PA 
17702.  
Attorneys: John A. Smay, Esquire, 
Williams and Smay, 39 S. Main St., 
P.O. Box 35, Muncy, PA 17756.

Williams, Esther E., dec’d.  
Late of Williamsport.  
Executrix: Margaret Shadle, 715 Ar-
bor Court, Warrenton, VA 20186.  
Attorney: Scott A. Williams, Esquire, 
57 East Fourth Street, P.O. Box 3, 
Williamsport, PA 17703.
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he Lycoming Law Association Foundation is a tax-
exempt not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) corporation. The mission of the 
Foundation is to cultivate the science of jurisprudence, improve 
the legal and judicial system and facilitate the administration 
of justice for residents of Lycoming County.

The Foundation provides funding for worthwhile law- 
related community projects and activities, in addition to sup-
porting the Williamsport Office of North Penn Legal Services, 
which has provided civil legal services on a wide range of high 
priority legal problems to poor people in Lycoming County 
since 1974.

The Foundation is funded through the support of the 
members of the Lycoming Law Association. This support comes 
in various forms:  from member dues, income from the Lycom-
ing Reporter ; donations by individual lawyer members of the 
Lycoming County Bar; donations by other individuals, lawyer 
family members, and estates.  

The Lycoming Law Association’s Community Activities 
and Outreach Committee is responsible to advise and assist the 
Foundation in administering funds for community projects of 
merit. The Committee is actively involved in reviewing grant 
applications and in making recommendations to the Founda-
tion and the Association’s Executive Committee concerning the 
funding of worthwhile projects and activities.

For additional information regarding the Foundation and 
its procedures, contact Jessica Engel, Executive Director, at 
(570) 323-8287 or jengel@lycolaw.org.
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The Lycoming Law Association office conference room is 
available for rental by both members and non-members. 
The office has a large conference table, and additional area 
for chairs. Coffee and food services are available. 

The space is ideal for depositions or small presentations. 
Equipment, including a projector and screen, DVD and VHS 
players and television, is available for use. 

The cost for non-LLA members is $100 for 4 hours or less; 
$150 for more than 4 hours. Members may use the con-
ference room at no cost. 

Scheduling arrangements may be made with Jessica Engel, 
(570) 323-8287 or jengel@lycolaw.org. 
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